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G
od co mes and moves in dif fer ent ways, in dif fer ent Church as sem blies
across this coun try, across the world and across Time. Those who
gather to gether to wor ship Him do so in Spirit and in Truth as much as

they know how. Some may have more truth than oth ers. We are all grow ing in
the knowl edge of Christ. In this day and in this hour most of the Chris tian
Church prob a bly does n’t be lieve what I’m go ing to tell you to day. They are lost
in Dispensationalism in some way, shape or form. Dispensationalists be lieve
that the things that you and I hold dear in our daily lives, have been lost and/or
put aside un til Je sus co mes again. If in deed they even be lieve that Je sus will
come again.

How we our selves are dif fer ent is that we ac tu ally be lieve the whole
Word of God for which we are termed Fun da men tal ists. But all we are do ing is
be liev ing the Word of God. We be lieve his tory. In the text we will be read ing to -
day is the his tor i cal ac count of what hap pened in the early Church. It is the fun -
da men tal ba sis for the New Tes ta ment Church. I’ve been talk ing lately about the 
Holy Spirit as the Com forter in many dif fer ent ways, but to day we will talk of
the Holy Spirit as “The Prom ise.”

The Lord al ready spoke to us this morn ing about the Prom ise in the pro -
phetic word and ex hor ta tion. There are no apol o gies made for this since when
the day of Pen te cost came things changed in the Church. Things changed in the
re li gious mindset, no lon ger spo ken about as what could hap pen but what was
ac tu ally hap pen ing. The Prom ise, then and now, be came for those peo ple in the
up per room reality. They did not apol o gize for it and were not about to give it
up. I pref ace with this: many would say that the Church is built on the foun da -
tions of the apos tles and proph ets, but they would say that since there are no
proph ets and apos tles any more, then what hap pened in this chap ter is no lon ger
ap pli ca ble!

How ever, in fact, the min is tries of the apos tles and proph ets have n’t died. 
The pro phetic voice of the Church is alive and well. In the book of Rev e la tion it
says, “the tes ti mony of Je sus is the Spirit of proph esy.” There fore if you know
Je sus, you know some thing of the pro phetic sense of the Holy Spirit. In deed one 
of the gifts of the Holy Spirit is proph esy, the in ter pre ta tion of tongues, the un -
der stand ing of what God is and what He is go ing to do, what He has done. A
sense of what God is do ing is no lon ger based on just what you read and has
been taught you but the re al ity of the Holy Spirit in mak ing it real to you per son -
ally, your life and now.

You can imag ine. Je sus told His dis ci ples, “Wait in Je ru sa lem un til the
Power from on high co mes down. Don’t go out yet.” There were other times He
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sent them out af ter breath ing on them, etc. How ever this time He told them to
wait for the Power to come.

The New Tes ta ment Church is Born
Acts 2  1When the Day of Pen te cost had fully come, they were all with one
ac cord in one place. 2 And sud denly there came a sound from heaven, as
of a rush ing mighty wind, . . .

Imag ine you are sit ting in this place and a C58 Gal axy Trans port was fly -
ing over the build ing and the vi bra tion of those big turbo jet en gines were com -
ing at you. The whole build ing would shake and rum ble. It would go right down
to ev ery bone in your body. I have a feel ing it was like that. There came a sound
from heaven as a rush ing, mighty wind! It filled the whole house where they
were sit ting. That would be enough for me right there. “All right. I’m ready.
Let’s go!”

Then there ap peared on them tongues of fire. They tried to de scribe
some thing that is in de scrib able. As like fire and it sat upon each one of them. All 
of these phys i cal things hap pened and then some thing hap pened to them on the
in side.

3 . . . Then there ap peared to them di vided tongues, as of fire, and one sat
upon each of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and be -
gan to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them ut ter ance.

They were all filled with the Holy Spirit. That’s where we get to day the
un der stand ing and the term we call “be ing filled with the Spirit.” They were all
filled with the Spirit, not par tially, not half-filled. They were filled with the Holy 
Spirit.

Be cause of that they be gan to speak with other tongues. It does not say
the “tongues of an gels,” as Paul re fers to that later on. But it says “other
tongues,” an other words other lan guages as the Spirit gave them ut ter ance. So
some peo ple would say that un less you are bap tized in the Spirit just like that (in
an other lan guage) you aren’t truly bap tized in the Spirit. That’s pretty le gal is tic,
so I am not re ally all that much a Fun da men tal ists, am I?

The Crowd’s Re sponse

Well this was in the up per room. Where they went from there, we aren’t
told, out side per haps. They were dwell ing in Je ru sa lem; they were Jews, de vout
men from ev ery na tion, a com ing to gether of dif fer ent peo ple groups. When this 
sound oc curred (the jet flyby) the peo ple out side be came con fused as they heard 
peo ple speak ing in their own lan guage, Jews from many dif fer ent parts of the
world. 

Acts 2  6 And when this sound oc curred, the mul ti tude came to gether, and
were con fused, be cause ev ery one heard them speak in his own lan guage.
7 Then they were all amazed and mar veled, say ing to one an other, “Look, 
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are not all these who speak Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each
in our own lan guage in which we were born? 9 Parthians and Medes and
Elamites, those dwell ing in Mes o po ta mia, Judea and Cappadocia,
Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya
ad join ing Cyrene, vis i tors from Rome, both Jews and pros e lytes, 11

Cretans and Arabs—we hear them speak ing in our own tongues the won -
der ful works of God.” 12 So they were all amazed and per plexed, say ing
to one an other, “What ever could this mean?”

An other words, “How is it that we each hear in our own lan guage, the
one in which we were born?” Paul men tions them all, vis i tors from Rome both
Jews and apos tle-lites. “We hear them speak ing in our own tongue.” And what
were they speak ing? The won der ful works of God! They were pro claim ing the
glory of God in the lan guage of each one. Is n’t that in ter est ing? So, whether you
speak in a tongue or whether you speak a proph esy in Eng lish or any other lan -
guage, you should be speak ing about the glory of God in some way, shape or
form, be ing filled with the Spirit.

13 . . . Oth ers mock ing said, “They are full of new wine.”  (They are all
drunk.)

Well, I can imag ine that’s what it sounded like. For the first time on earth
this sound came forth. I can imag ine that it sounded like they were all drunk. I
re mem ber the first time I heard an as sem bly speak ing in other tongues and the
tongues of an gels, they spoke them all at once. If I re mem ber cor rectly I was at
Teen Chal lenge. All of a sud den ev ery one start ed speak ing in tongues and not in 
uni son, a ca coph ony of sounds. It was crazy. I re coiled from it in my nat u ral
spirit and yet there was a draw ing say ing to me that there was some thing here
you need. There is some thing in the Spirit which is real, not fake, not drummed
up and not emo tional. Be lieve me Teen Chal lenge could be emo tional at times.

Some of our own meet ings can be quite emo tional. Af ter all, what is our
re sponse when we get ex cited? Emo tion. Is n’t it ob vi ous that nat u ral emo tion
would be a part of what God is do ing when He fills some body with the Holy
Spirit? If I were filled with the Holy Spirit and I felt the rush ing wind and saw
tongues of fire on me, and I started speak ing in an other lan guage, I’d be ex cited
about it too! If you told me I was drunk I’d say I prob a bly am! But drunk in the
Spirit.

Pe ter’s Ser mon
. . . 14 But Pe ter, stand ing up with the eleven, raised his voice and said to
them, “Men of Judea and all who dwell in Je ru sa lem, let this be known to
you, and heed my words. 15 For these are not drunk, as you sup pose, since 
it is only the third hour of the day. 16 But this is what was spo ken by the
prophet Joel:
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17 ‘And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, That I will pour
out of My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your daugh ters shall proph -
esy, Your young men shall see vi sions, Your old men shall dream dreams. 

In the nat u ral should n’t we say this would be the other way around? Your
old men shall have vi sions. Your young men would dream dreams. But No.
When you are filled with the Spirit, old guys, you are go ing to dream dreams.

18 And on My men ser vants and on My maid ser vants I will pour out My
Spirit in those days; And they shall proph esy. 

An other words there were no ex cep tions, none. It is for ev ery body. And
they shall proph esy. The Spirit of truth com ing from heaven, the truth of God,
the truth from the very be gin ning when He said, “I am.” This shall be a part of
them. This truth shall no lon ger be sep a rate from them.

19 I will show won ders in heaven above And signs in the earth be neath:
Blood and fire and va por of smoke. 20 The sun shall be turned into dark -
ness, And the moon into blood, Be fore the com ing of the great and awe -
some day of the Lord. 21 And it shall come to pass That who ever calls on
the name of the Lord Shall be saved.’

Who ever. “Well you can not be saved. Look at all the ter ri ble things you
have done or he or she has done. There life is not worth it.” No, any one who
calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved! And they will be. And they will.
And they have been. Wow. The dif fer ence of Pe ter in this and the Pe ter who de -
nied the Lord. Re mem ber when the Lord asked His dis ci ples, “Who do you
think I am?” Pe ter said, “I think You are the Christ.” Je sus said that upon that
rev e la tion I will build My Church. There is a big dif fer ence be tween Pe ter then
and Pe ter now in these pas sages, with the power of the Holy Spirit be hind him.
He as mak ing no apol o gies for the Holy Spirit. He was say ing, “It is what it is.”
Pe riod. It is for you and your chil dren. No one is ex empt. It is not just for you
and your chil dren now and to day of the first cen tury. It is n’t just for you and
your chil dren for the first three cen tu ries. But it is for ever and ever. It does n’t
say that there is an end to this dec la ra tion. It is for your chil dren, your grand chil -
dren. It is for you, this truth, this Prom ise. The Spirit is no lon ger be ing held
back. The Prom ise is now, for you. Then Pe ter con tin ues:

22 “Men of Is rael, hear these words: Je sus of Naz a reth, a Man at tested by
God to you by mir a cles, won ders, and signs which God did through Him
in your midst, as you your selves also know—  23 Him, be ing de liv ered by
the de ter mined pur pose and fore know ledge of God, you have taken by
law less hands, have cru ci fied, and put to death; 24 whom God raised up,
hav ing loosed the pains of death, be cause it was not pos si ble that He
should be held by it.

So how did Je sus come to be cru ci fied? It was de ter mined and pur posed
in the fore know ledge of God. Is n’t that great? There is so much doc trine here
that we could just read over quickly. So their in tent was to kill Him, to be dead
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for ever. God’s in tent was quite the op po site, that He would be raised from the
dead and would live for ever. And, He would send the Prom ise. That’s what Pe -
ter is say ing here.

25 For Da vid says con cern ing Him (Psalm 110:1):

‘I fore saw the Lord al ways be fore my face (there was no sep a ra tion be -
tween Him and the Fa ther), For He is at my right hand, that I may not be
shaken. 26 There fore my heart re joiced, and my tongue was glad; More -
over my flesh also will rest in hope.

What flesh is He talk ing about? The flesh of the Lord Je sus Him self. This
is im por tant. His flesh was glo ri fied.

 27 For You will not leave my soul in Hades, Nor will You al low Your Holy
One to see cor rup tion.

His body to de cay. Can you imag ine Da vid even say ing these words? Did
he even know what he was say ing?

 28 You have made known to me the ways of life; You will make me full of
joy in Your pres ence.’

There is a real joy in heaven when Je sus came back to the Fa ther. You can
also be lieve that there was real joy when He sent the Holy Spirit, the Prom ise,
down to the dis ci ples. A rush ing wind?! Ab so lutely. Tongues of Fire? Oh, man,
in de scrib able. Tongues? A ca coph ony of lan guages all go ing forth and yet peo -
ple un der stood what they were say ing.

Pe ter con tin ues:

29 “Men and breth ren, let me speak freely to you of the pa tri arch Da vid,
that he is both dead and bur ied, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30

There fore, be ing a prophet, and know ing that God had sworn with an
oath to him that of the fruit of his body, ac cord ing to the flesh, He would
raise up the Christ to sit on his throne, 31 he, fore see ing this, spoke con -
cern ing the res ur rec tion of the Christ, that His soul was not left in Hades,
nor did His flesh see cor rup tion. 32 This Je sus God has raised up, of which 
we are all wit nesses. 33 There fore be ing ex alted to the right hand of God,
and hav ing re ceived from the Fa ther the prom ise of the Holy Spirit, He
poured out this which you now see and hear.

Now that’s his ex pla na tion. He did n’t won der what God was go ing.
“What’s God do ing?!” Rather, this is what Joel talked about. This is what Da vid 
talked about. Je sus even told us about this. This ex actly why He went to heaven,
why He was cru ci fied on the cross so He could be res ur rected and go to heaven
and send this Prom ise to them now, the power from on high.

 34 “For Da vid did not as cend into the heav ens, but he says him self:
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‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, 35 Till I make Your en e -
mies Your foot stool.” ’

That is ex actly what He is do ing. And how is He go ing to do that? How is
He go ing to make His en e mies a foot stool? He is go ing to do it through the
Church, through the power of the Holy Spirit in you and me. This is New Tes ta -
ment the ol ogy. A Church built on some thing less does n’t have the power to do
what the New Tes ta ment Church was pro grammed and de signed to ac com plish.
This is not light doc trine; this is not a doc trine you can shove aside and walk
away from. It is ei ther true or it is n’t true.

36 “There fore let all the house of Is rael know as sur edly that God has
made this Je sus, whom you cru ci fied, both Lord and Christ.” 37 Now
when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Pe ter and the
rest of the apos tles, “Men and breth ren, what shall we do?”38 Then Pe ter
said to them, “Re pent, and let ev ery one of you be bap tized in the name of
Je sus Christ for the re mis sion of sins; and you shall re ceive the gift of the
Holy Spirit. 39 For the prom ise is to you and to your chil dren, and to all
who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.” (Not
dispensational)

(See Foot note 1)

Re pent, be bap tized for the re mis sion of sins, and three, you shall re ceive
the gift of the Holy Spirit. That is what be ing bap tized in the Spirit means, to be
filled, an event, a Prom ise. We also grow in the knowl edge of this Holy Spirit
and what He can do and what He is in our lives.

I shared two weeks ago in the mid dle of the night I said, “Lord, I need the
Com forter.” And I heard in my spirit, “I’m re ally good at do ing this, Pe ter.” I
started to laugh think ing, “Of course you are . . .” I have never been to a mas -
seuse and maybe never will. Some are prob a bly better than oth ers. But if you
want to go to one, would n’t you want the one who was good? Just so, if you
want a Com forter, would n’t you want to go to one who is re ally, re ally good? He 
said to me, “I’m the best. I’m off the charts, a per fect #10 com forter.” Thank
you, Lord. For this Prom ise, the Prom ise re af firms what? Who is this for? Is this
just for the early Church? Just for the Church that is per se cuted? No, this Prom -
ise is for you, your chil dren and for all who are far off, not just close to Je ru sa -
lem—as many as the Lord would call.

There is no dis pen sa tion. There is no limit and no law against be ing filled
with the Spirit in the King dom of heaven. That can never be. For in stance, one
might find him self in prison, serv ing a life sen tence. Too bad, you can still be
filled with the Spirit. It is still your Prom ise.

One might say, “You don’t know the things that I’ve been through, ter ri -
ble things. My life is a sham bles.” The Spirit of the Lord can still rest upon you.
In deed, what a com fort that is. What a Prom ise. Let me tell you some thing of the 
Holy Spirit. Re mem ber the gifts of the Spirit as they are out lined, tongues, in ter -
pre ta tion of tongues, proph esy, faith, words of knowl edge, etc.? Then there is
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wis dom. There are all kinds, words of wis dom and then wis dom it self, not a nat -
u ral wis dom but a su per nat u ral wis dom. What is wis dom even in the nat u ral? It
is the ap pro pri ate ap pli ca tion of knowl edge.

That’s what wis dom is in the nat u ral realm. But when you have su per nat -
u ral wis dom it goes be yond that. It be comes some thing that man could n’t know.
Wow, where did that come from? It was from God, the Holy Spirit that gave you
the rev e la tion. It might be some thing very shal low like you don’t know how to
build this wall and He just gives you a su per nat u ral word of knowl edge and you
ap ply it cor rectly and so it be comes a word of wis dom. Or He may tell you not to 
do some thing be cause it would be a mis take.

And so, this Prom ise is n’t just some thing for you to be ex cited about and
speak in tongues and proph esy in Church. This gift is for the ap pli ca tion of truth
and the re al ity of the King dom of heaven in your life to day, now, in the things
that you do day-to-day and mo ment-to-mo ment. It is n’t some thing re served for
Sunday morn ing or Wednes day af ter noon, go ing to Church or go ing to a home
group. It is for you all the time. The Prom ise is for ev ery where and ev ery per son. 
He does n’t say, “By the way it’s only for Sunday af ter noon.” It is for all time, for
ev ery mo ment.

There are mo ments and cir cum stances in my life that were tragic,
whether it was the chang ing of a job and see ing peo ple do the wrong thing or if I
was do ing a job that was def i nitely dirty, etc. The Holy Spirit is still there. He
has n’t de serted you. In fact you will find that at those times, when you need Him 
the most, He will be the most pow er ful! Just let Him be cause He is not just a
Com forter to com fort only, but His com fort is the re al ity of the power of God.
So when He says, “Pe ter, it is go ing to be all right.” He does n’t mean maybe or
some day, but right now “It is go ing to be all right.” There is a fi nal ity about that
state ment.

God is God no mat ter what, no mat ter what the cir cum stances. Some
things are not born in heaven; they are born in the heart of Sa tan him self to come 
upon this earth. You only have to look at the city of Mosul and say, “This de -
struc tion is un be liev able. How can any one re cover from this?” How ever, this is
not the first time in his tory it has oc curred. In Dresden, the Al lied bomb ers just
kept bomb ing and bomb ing and bomb ing even though they knew the treaty end -
ing the war was go ing to be signed just hours later. What was that all about? But
in spite of all, peo ple sur vived that and went down into the tun nels un der neath
Dresden and when they came back up there was not one brick left on top of an -
other. The whole city was re duced to rub ble. How ever, if you go to Dresden to -
day you would n’t see any of that.

Here is my the sis. Where there is no hope, there is al ways hope. How
can I say that? Be cause I know the Lord. He can do any thing. Amen.

Apos tle Pe ter goes on:
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40 And with many other words he tes ti fied and ex horted them, say ing, “Be
saved from this per verse gen er a tion.”

Be saved. Be res cued from this per verse gen er a tion. Be lieve me this is
true to day as much as it was back then. This is also a per verse gen er a tion in so
many ways. We see it po lit i cally. We see it ev ery where we turn, the per verse ness 
of this gen er a tion. Be saved, be res cued from it. 

41 Then those who gladly re ceived his word were bap tized; and that day
about three thou sand souls were added to them. 42 And they con tin ued
stead fastly in the apos tles’ doc trine and fel low ship, . . .

Doc trine and fel low ship, two key things. So, doc trine is not a bad thing,
and nei ther is fel low ship. So ev ery time you have a chance to get to gether and
talk, that is def i nitely good.

. . . in the break ing of bread, . . .

Hav ing meals to gether, hav ing fel low ship over break fast, lunch, din ner,
any time you can get to gether.

. . . and in prayers. . . .

So, doc trine, fel low ship, break ing bread and prayer. What is that? That is 
the New Tes ta ment Church! If you are just com ing on Sunday, you are not do -
ing Church! That is not the New Tes ta ment Church.

. . . 43 Then fear (not dread but awe of the power of God) came upon ev ery
soul, and many won ders and signs were done through the apos tles.

Part of the prob lem the early Church went through was the over awe of the 
apos tles, through the gifts of the Spirit, the gifts of heal ing and all of these things 
the apos tle Paul shared later in his epis tles. But rather, these gifts were for the
whole Church not just the twelve. They prob a bly put the apos tles in a place they
should n’t have been, like the birth of the clergy/la ity. You can see it right here.
“Oh boy, that’s Pe ter!” or “Oh, boy that’s James! No body can heal like him.”
That’s just not true. The proper spirit of the New Tes ta ment Church is n’t that ei -
ther.

44Now all who be lieved were to gether, and had all things in com mon, 45

and sold their pos ses sions and goods, and di vided them among all, as
any one had need.

So they shared, not nec es sar ily com mu nism but there was a shar ing of re -
sources in life.

46 So con tin u ing daily with one ac cord in the tem ple, . . .

You could n’t not go to Church.

. . . and break ing bread from house to house, . . .

No body’s house was off lim its.

. . . they ate their food with glad ness and sim plic ity of heart, . . .
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Glad ness and sim plic ity of heart. Would n’t that be a re lief?! What is the
prob lem with our cul ture to day?! There is no glad ness or sim plic ity of heart.
Have you ever sat down and just said, “I’m just glad to be here. I love the smile
on your face. I love the way you look at me with that glint in your eye.” “Wow,
you mean you are not go ing to an a lyze my doc trine? It does n’t mat ter to you that 
this or that is hap pen ing.” No, there was sim plic ity and glad ness in their heart.

Wow, the New Tes ta ment Church was awe some. What was the out come?

. . . 47 prais ing God and hav ing fa vor with all the peo ple. . . .

Not just the Chris tian com mu nity, the whole com mu nity. Why? Be cause
peo ple wanted to be around them. They are a happy peo ple. They did n’t say,
“Well, I am a Chris tian. I’ve got to get through this, an other Lent. I can not eat
any thing but fish.” I’m think ing about that doc trine but it could be any thing.
“I’m fast ing to day,” etc.

. . . And the Lord added to the Church daily those who were be ing saved. .

.

Is n’t that good? That’s the New Tes ta ment Church. That’s the one we are
par tic i pat ing in. Whether God adds to our num bers or not. That’s up to God, not
us. Our job is to be happy and glad, sim plic ity and glad ness of heart. Our job is
to let the Holy Spirit work through us. If you are do ing that, noth ing else mat -
ters.

Now here is the scrip ture that came to me and we will end with this.

2 Tim o thy 1  6 There fore I re mind you to stir up the gift of God . . .

The Holy Spirit, stir it up! In other words it is there, res i dent in you but
you could just let it sit stag nant. You know who you are. Some times the Holy
Spirit nudges you and says, “You know, you need to pray for this per son. There
is some thing you can share, an ex hor ta tion. You can give and when you are
fellow ship ping with them, you can say . . .” And you did n’t do it. Well, Paul is
ad mon ish ing you right from the New Tes ta ment, re mind ing you. Stir it up! All
right. Do it. The gift of God, which is in you through the lay ing on of my hands.
What was that? The Holy Spirit. They laid their hands on peo ple and they got
filled with the Spirit. Then Paul says some thing in ter est ing.

. . . 7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear, . . .

The op po site of be ing led by the Holy Spirit is the spirit of fear. We are
afraid of what peo ple will think about us and what we do. “Well I don’t know. Is
God in this? They will think I’m crazy,” etc. God has not given us a spirit of
fear—but of power and of love and of a sound mind.

Power, love and a sound mind. Now this re ally hit home as we were talk -
ing this week about some one we used to know, who was a born-again be liever in 
our fel low ship and has since left many years ago. Now we see that he does n’t
have a sound mind any lon ger. We are pray ing for him that he would re turn to
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the Lord. But, he lit er ally is men tally un sound. He would be di ag nosed as men -
tally ill.

So we can see the end re sult of not stir ring up the gift and not par tic i pat -
ing in what God has freely given to you, is that you are just go ing off on these
trails and end ing up in crazy places. Be cause the spirit of fear is such a deadly
thing to the mind, it will bring on its own pa thol ogy. You don’t even need an -
other one. It will bring on the dis ease of fear it self. What’s that song we sing?
“We are not slaves to fear any more.” That’s it. Now it might be eas ier for me to
say than you.

The rea son I’m say ing this is from liv ing my life in cer tain jobs in gov ern -
ment ser vice. I was in the Vet eran’s ad min is tra tion for twenty-seven years. I
knew what it was like to be un der au thor ity. We had a line of au thor ity, the di rec -
tor, then the as so ci ate di rec tor, the chief of staff, pa thol o gist di rec tor of the lab,
the lab man ager and then you. So you knew the line of au thor ity. You had au -
thor ity in the gov ern ment ser vice. If some one over you gave you a piece of pa -
per to sign, that should have only been signed by the di rec tor, and it was given to 
you, you could act in his name by writ ing “sign ing for the di rec tor: Pe ter
Scott.” You could act in his name since you were act ing un der his au thor ity. But
with that con cept co mes some thing else that the en emy tries to put upon you. It
is a nat u ral fear. You might fear fully say, “Well, what might hap pen if I’m mis -
un der stood?” Now if you re act that way ev ery time, it be comes a spirit of slav -
ery. A free man does not know that fear. In stead you say to your self, “No, I’m
act ing on the truth and I’m act ing un der the line of au thor ity as it should be. And 
that’s what I’m go ing to do.” Then the fear goes away.

In re al ity when you are work ing at a job, you have the added fears of a
car-pay ment, a mort gage, etc. You might fear los ing your job and some thing
might go wrong. What if my car fails? All of these lit tle things can come in.
They are stand ing at your door. When we sing that we are no lon ger slaves to
fear again, close the door. Close it! That does n’t be long to you any more. 

Now, the rea son I am saying this is be cause next Sat ur day will be last day
of my work ing for the med i cal prac tice where I’ve been employed. I’m re tir ing.
I have an other job lined up as a pro fes sor ad junct lined up at Marist col lege for
the early part of next year. That’s cool, but there is a new sense of free dom here.
In this new job, I could say just about any thing I want to. I could probably go to
work in jeans, per haps my shirt un but toned, etc. I could do all kinds of things
that I might not nor mally have felt free to do be cause of all those “fears” that
were stand ing at the door. They are no lon ger there. (Per haps other new ones
might come along but not the same old ones.) How ever, re mem ber God does not 
want us to be in that place of fear from any thing. To be of sound mind, means we 
must stir up the gift of the Holy Spirit within us, that Spirit of proph esy which is
the truth from heaven. It may be quite ob vi ous once you’ve re ally dis cerned the
truth in the Spirit.
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“Why did n’t I see this be fore? That was so ob vi ous.” Well, the Holy Spirit 
needs to be there to make it real. It is quick ened and made alive to gether along
with you. It is no lon ger just a be lief but it is truly-true in side of you.

There fore when the scrip ture says we are kings and priests unto our God,
stop for a min ute and think about it. I am not sure I even like be ing a king or
queen or roy alty. In fact, when I see those of roy alty it seems a lit tle crazy to me.
But there is some thing about the Spirit of the Lord within you that makes you a
king and a priest unto our God. Then those fears be long to ev ery body else, not
you. They are gone. You are free in the Lord to do the right thing. You act on
truth and speak it. So when I see you and I speak the truth, what should I do? I
speak the truth in what? Love. The Holy Spirit never co mes just to say, “Well,
here I am, the Spirit of Truth!” Pow. No, He is go ing to do it through you in love
and in the proper tim ing, couched in com fort, power, etc. You will leave that
meet ing with a sense of glad ness and sim plic ity of heart. Not one say ing, “Oh
boy. Now what do I do.?!”

Is n’t that good? There fore do you want to be a New Tes ta ment Church?
Yes we all do. Let us look for ways to en cour age and stir each other up. Amen.

Let’s pray: Fa ther, we thank You for this day, the day of Pen te cost, that is 
now to day, ev ery day for us. We pray, Lord, we would not just speak in
tongues of an gels or other lan guages, but that You would give us the
Spirit of proph e sies. Paul says that he de sired most of all that we would
have the Spirit of proph esy. That in our hearts we would know the truth
when we pray, that we would know the truth from heaven as we share our
lives to gether. That there would be a sim plic ity and glad ness of heart. I
know there are a lot of tri als and trib u la tions we are go ing through, but
all of them are eas ily con quered by Your love and grace. We pray in Je -
sus’ name. Amen.

_____________________________________

(Foot note 1) It is un for tu nate that some or ga nized Churches claim that
apos tle Pe ter’s ser mon was his stamp of be ing the first Pope of the Church, the
first among equals, etc. You put the crown of the Pope upon some one’s head, a
lit tle hat that says “Rul ing and reign ing in the place of Christ.” I’m sorry. I don’t
think any body should be rul ing in the place of Christ. There is only one who
should be rul ing and reign ing as Christ and that is Christ Him self, yes ter day, to -
day and to mor row. My doc trine def i nitely veers off from the or ga nized
Church’s opin ion. And so we see, Pe ter was n’t do ing this as the head apos tle. He 
was n’t do ing this even as an apos tle at all. He was just shar ing from his heart.

An other words, Je sus said, when you are filled with the power of the
Spirit, you are no lon ger go ing to say, “I think I know the truth.” You are go ing
to KNOW it. In fact when I was filled with the Spirit, I no lon ger had to say to
peo ple when they asked me if I be lieved in Christ, “Yeah, I be lieve in Christ,”
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an in tel lec tual re sponse. Af ter I was filled the Spirit, I KNEW that Je sus 
was Christ! It was n’t just a be lief any more. It was some thing I knew in
my heart was ab so lutely true. . . I could n’t tell you why nec es sar ily in
sci en tific logic but I could tell you it is true in my life!
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